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Issue 60:  8 June 2023 

 

Sandpiper e-News  

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
 

SANDHURST DIAMONDS CELEBRATED AT JUBILARIAN MASS   
  

 

 

On 25 July St Patrick’s, Wangaratta was abuzz with people who had come from far and wide to 

celebrate the diamond jubilees of Monsignor Peter Jeffrey and Fr John Ryan. Both priests were 

ordained on the same day sixty years ago (on 27 July 1963) by Bishop Francis Thomas, who laid his 

hands on Mons. Jeffrey at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Bendigo, then travelled to Wangaratta to ordain  

Fr Ryan.  Fortunately, Bishop Thomas, the Bishop of Geraldton at the time, knew the roads well, having 

been a Sandhurst priest for 32 years before being ordained a Bishop.  

 “When we listen to the gentle 

prompting of the Spirit  

we do not know where we will be 

led.”   
 

  “Whichever way we look at it, 

whether we appreciate it or not ...  

in faith we have a story within us 

and ultimately it is the story of God 

in our lives.” 

 

 

Despite sharing a rather common name, Fr John Ryan is 

one of a kind. Read Fr Ryan's Speech at the end of this e-

News.  

 

"Today I want to share something of my story ..." 
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Toast to the Jubilarians  
 
    “Always Spirit lifters, not Spirit crushers.   

No matter where they roamed, they always called 

Sandhurst home.” 
 

"I would like to place the Priestly service of Peter and John initially in 

the context of the Decade of their Ordination, 1958 to 1965 ... That 

decade was a bombshell for the Church and for many, the 

Priesthood."  

 

Read Monsignor Frank Marriott's toast to the 2023 Jubilarians at the 
end of this e-News.  

Monsignor Peter Jeffrey Celebrates Diamond Jubilee in Grand Style 
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SANDHURST MISSION AND PASTORAL COUNCIL  
 
Gathers in Shepparton for Second Meeting  
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WORLD YOUTH DAY  

Sandhurst Pilgrims gather at 

27th World Youth Day in 

Lisbon, Portugal
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After the Annunciation, Mary could have 

focused on herself and her own worries and 

fears about her new condition. Instead, she 

entrusted herself completely to God. Her 

thoughts turned to Elizabeth. She got up and 

went forth, into the world of life and 

movement. Even though the astonishing 

message of the angel had caused a seismic shift 

in her plans, the young Mary did not remain 

paralysed, for within her was Jesus, the power 

of resurrection and new life. Within herself, 

Mary already bore the Lamb that was slain 

and yet lives. She arises and sets out, for she is 

certain that God’s plan is the best plan for her 

life. Mary becomes a temple of God, an image 

of the pilgrim Church, a Church that goes forth 

for service, a Church that brings the good news 

to all! 

To experience the presence of the risen Christ 

in our own lives, to encounter him “alive”, is

the greatest spiritual joy, an explosion of light 

that can leave no one untouched. Mary sets out 

immediately, anxious to bring the news to 

others, to bear witness to the joy of this 

encounter. This too is what caused the haste of 

the first disciples following the resurrection: 

“[the women] left the tomb quickly with fear 

and great joy and ran to tell his disciples” (Mt 

28:8).” 

 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/youth/documents/papa-francesco_20220815_messaggio-giovani_2022.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/youth/documents/papa-francesco_20220815_messaggio-giovani_2022.html
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WANGARATTA 160 YEARS WELL CELEBRATED 
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FR ARTHUR MAURICE GLEESON  

Commemoration of a burial in Bendigo Cemetery 
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WELCOME FR BONIFACE  

 THIRD WORLD DAY OF GRANDPARENTS 

 

          “Do you know who my superheroes are?  Grandparents. Because they built a family, and 

then they grew older. But grandparents are wise. And that is why it is important that you talk 

with your grandparents.”  

Pope Francis July 2023 
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FROM THE AUSTRALIAN BISHOPS 

Catholics reminded to preach the Gospel always, everywhere  
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SYNOD ON SYNODALITY  

 

  

 

 

Synod Working Document welcomed  

by Australian Church Leaders 

 

  

https://bit.ly/Evangelisation2023
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The Future of Our Church 

 

 

 

https://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch
https://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch
https://www.synod.va/en/synodal-process/the-universal-phase/documents.html
https://www.synod.va/en/synodal-process/the-universal-phase/documents.html
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CARRYING FORWARD THE 
PLENARY COUNCIL 

 

Download the Study Guide  
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SOCIAL JUSTICE  FROM CATHOLIC EDUCATION  
 
Celebrating Excellence: The Bishop Joseph 
Grech Scholarship Awards Luncheon 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE 

CARE OF CREATION  

 

"God wants justice to reign; it is as 

essential to our life as God’s children 

made in his likeness as water is essential 

for our physical survival,"

 

SANDHURST LAUNCH OF THE SEASON OF 

CREATION  

 

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR CREATION 

  

11.00 a.m. Friday 1 September 

Notley Picnic Ground 

Greater Bendigo National Park  

 

 

 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2Fmaps%2Fplace%2FNotley%2BCamping%2BArea%2F%40-36.688261%2C144.264525%2C13z%2Fdata%3D!4m6!3m5!1s0x6ad9e32bb6f7bde1%3A0xa07ed2959001b757!8m2!3d-36.6501666!4d144.2632294!16s%252Fg%252F11c6vzkpw0%3Fhl%3Den-US%26entry%3Dttu&data=05%7C01%7Ckatrina.strong%40sandhurst.catholic.org.au%7Ca64bc726b02f4fd6df5d08db97c2f0c8%7C5c88518d717849c78818c2b8fb72b5f5%7C0%7C0%7C638270635789466882%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KxI7G3S9f2NQ3os82EVZ0pCDZatjjTyO%2Bp5EMdbjLmE%3D&reserved=0
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Staff Retreat Day
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Yarrawonga celebrates  

Feast of the Sacred Heart  
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Sandhurst Scripture Talks  

– Recordings now available 

 

SING JOYFULLY: THE AUSTRALIAN  

BOYS CHOIR IN CONCERT  

  

3.00 - 4.30 p.m.   

Saturday 19 August 2023 

Sacred Heart Cathedral  

 

Sing Joyfully (Bendigo) Tickets, Sacred Heart 

Cathedral, Bendigo | TryBooking Australia 

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF MARY 

MACKILLOP NATIONAL PILGRIMAGE 

 

17 - 28 October 2023 
 

 

 THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES  

"MAKING DECISIONS WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT"  

  

   
 

 

LEARNING AND GROWTH OPPORTUNITIES 
 

 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1015534
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1015534
https://www.marymackillopplace.org.au/retreats-sprituality/australian-national-pilgrimage
https://www.marymackillopplace.org.au/retreats-sprituality/australian-national-pilgrimage
mailto:national.pilgrimage@mmp.org.au
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IMMERSION TO TIMOR-LESTE 

 

4-12 November 2023 

 

  

 

 

SHARE YOUR STORY  

 

http://www.catholicmission.org.au/
mailto:editor@sandhurst.catholic.org.au
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