


from The Scriptures

The Lord himself, therefore, will give you a sign.
It is this: the maiden is with child and will soon give birth to a son whom
she will call Emmanvuel. isaiah 7:14

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?
Who shall stand in his holy place?

The one with clean hands and pure heart,

who desires not worthless things. Psalm 23(24):3-4

fiospel

The angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Joseph,
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because
she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth
to a son and you must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to
save his people from their sins.” Now all this took place to fulfil the words
spoken by the Lord to the prophet: The virgin will conceive and give birth
to a son and they will call him Emmanuvuel, a name which means
‘God-is-with-us’. Matthew 1:18,20-24

from Pope Leo and other Wise Teachers

Charity has the power to change reality; it is a genuine force for change
in history. It is the source that must inspire and guide every effort

to “resolve the structural causes of poverty,” and to do so with
urgency. It is my hope that we will see more and more “politicians
capable of sincere and effective dialogue aimed at healing the

deepest roots — and



God shows a preference for the poor: the Lord’s words of hope and
liberation are addressed first of all to them. Therefore, even in their poverty
or weakness, no one should feel abandoned. And the Church, if she wants to
be Christ’s Church, must be a Church of the Beatitudes, one that makes room
for the little ones and walks poor, with the poor, a place where the poor have
a privileged place. (cf. Jas 2:2-4) Pope Leo XIV on ‘Love for the Poor’ in “Dilexi Te” 21

The strangest of all human phenomena, perhaps, is the fact that we all
take God’s mercy for granted for ourselves but find it so hard to be merciful
ourselves ... justice requires us to take every slightest mitigating factor into
account. Justice sees the motive, the might and the need.

Joan Chittester, Songs of the Heart, 17

... the prophet from Nazareth meets and transforms suffering and despair.
The Messiah heals the sick, exorcises demons, forgives sinners, and cares for
those whose lives are a heavy burden. He practises table companionship so
inclusive that it gives scandal: “Behold, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend
of tax collectors and sinners.” (Mt 11:19) ... these merciful actions destabilise
the prevailing norms of who is first and who is last in the eyes of God.
They establish beyond doubt divine solidarity with those who lack basic
necessities: “l| was hungry and you gave me to eat ... (Mt 25:35,42). Neglect

of the least of these means turning your back on God.

Elizabeth Johnson, ‘Passing on the Faith’ in Abounding in Kindness.

For Thinking and Praying

* Is there something unexpected or a fresh insight
coming up for you here?

* Where might it apply in your own life?

For Peace and Justice
Volunteer at a service organisation or donate to a group
that may help vulnerable people gain a sense that ‘God Is
With Us.” For example, an organisation or opportunity shop
whose staff reach out to those in need, an organisation that
speaks out against injustice.



A Prayer

O Word made flesh,

give us the will and capacity
to embody our prayers

in compassionate

and courageous deeds:

Fill us with the joy of service

... Amen.
Bruce Prewer, Australian Psalms, 41
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