IN HIS DAYS
JUSTICE
WILL FLOURISH

PSALM 71(72)

A six-part reflection series inspired hy
the readings of Advent and Christmas
Year A and “Dilexi Te”, Pope Leo XIV's
Apostolic Exhortation to all Christians
on ‘Love for the Poor’.

THE HOLY FAMILY
WEEK SIX



from The Scriptures

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you, and you should be
clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and humility, gentleness and
patience. Bear with one another; forgive each other as soon as a quarrel
begins. The Lord has forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all
these clothes, to keep them together and complete them, put on love. And
may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this you were
called together as parts of one body. Always be thankful.  Colossians 3:12-15

fiospel

After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in
a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother with you, and
escape to Egypt, and stay there until | tell you, because Herod intends to
search for the child and do away with him.’ So Joseph got up and, taking
the child and his mother with him, left that night for Egypt, where he
stayed until Herod was dead. This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken
through the prophet: | called my son out of Egypt. Matthew 2:13-15

from Pope Leo and other Wise Teachers

Christ himself, who “came to what was his own, and his own people
did not accept him”, (n 1:11) lived among us as a stranger. For
this reason, the Church has always recognised in migrants a
living presence of the Lord who, on the day of judgement, will
say to those on his right: “I was a stranger and you welcomed
me.” (Mt 25:35) Pope Leo XIV on ‘Love for the Poor’ in “Dilexi Te”, 73



The Church’s tradition of working for and with migrants continues,
and today this service is expressed in initiatives such as refugee reception
centres, border missions and the efforts of Caritas Internationalis and other
institutions. Contemporary teaching clearly reaffirms this commitment. Pope
Francis has recalled that the Church’s mission to migrants and refugees is even
broader, insisting that “our response to the challenges posed by contemporary
migration can be summed up in four verbs: welcome, protect, promote and
integrate. Yet these verbs do not apply only to migrants and refugees. They
describe the Church’s mission to all those living in the existential peripheries,
who need to be welcomed, protected, promoted and integrated.”

Pope Leo XIV on ‘Love for the Poor’ in “Dilexi Te”, 75

Call it what you like, but deep in my heart | do believe in the Holy Spirit —
the Good Spirit, the Wonderful Spirit that has neither hate, bitterness, class or
creed. Everyone has it in their hearts deep down, if we only skim all the scum
off, get rid of these feelings of bitterness and hate, the feelings of lost hope
such as | have been having the last few years. Margaret Tucker, If Everyone Cared, 199

Hope without risk is not hope,

which is believing in risky loving,
trusting others in the dark,

the blind leap letting God take over.
Dom Helder Camara, Essential Writings, 103

For Thinking and Praying
* Do | see Christ for who he really is?

* How does my life reflect that?

For the New Year
Take some time to learn about a culture
or religion you fear or don’t understand.



A Prager for Refugees

Companion of the Companionless,

let my day not go by without remembering
the millions of people forced from homelands
due to poverty, crime and political conflict.

Home of the Homeless

gather the shawl of your compassion
around those who have nowhere to hide,
nowhere to call home, nowhere to work.

Nurturer of the Impoverished,

turn the attention of political leaders
toward systems that cause oppression;
urge them to open their doors to refugees.

Comforter of the Injured,

the prophet Hosea describes your love as
that of a parent lifting a child to her cheek.
Lift, now, the demoralised and beaten-down.

Refuge of the Lost,

protect those who are tossed upon the seas.
Be near to those thirsting in the deserts

and roaming dangerous city streets.

Hope for the Hopeless,
lift up the heavy hearts of families
who have lived for years in camps;

do not let their hope slip away.

Justice Bringer,

bother us. Keep after us. Open our eyes.
Widen our hearts. Change our judgements.
Urge us. Chase us. Badger us, until we act
on behalf of the millions of people

whose tears fall on foreign soil. Amen
Joyce Rupp, Prayers of Boundless Compassion, 46-7
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