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Half a Century of Service

Jubilarian
“To love God and to love God’s people is at the very centre of a priest’s existence. To live that out in prayer and 

service, is the way that priests make sense of their life and find meaning.” Most Rev. Leslie Tomlinson

1974 Golden Jubilee  Fr Joe Taylor

In 2024 Fr Joe Taylor V.G. marked fifty years since he was 
ordained a priest of  Sandhurst.  Reflecting on his journey, 

he expressed a profound sense of “deep, deep gratitude” to 
God, and to the people he has the privilege to serve and 
minister alongside.

Fr Joe’s service in Sandhurst has been shaped by ten 
appointments across eight parishes, including a six-year 
stint in the Diocese of Mendi in Papua New Guinea. He’s 
now enjoying his longest tenure yet, as Parish Priest in 
Shepparton, a role he’s held for twelve years. He credits 
the people of Shepparton for their vibrant energy and 
commitment to the mission of the Church. One of the most 
meaningful aspects of his ministry has been accompanying 
people as they grow in faith. Fr Joe takes particular joy 
in supporting adults through the RCIA Program and 
witnessing their embrace of the Catholic faith. The 
sacramental baptism of adults continues to be one of the 
most fulfilling parts of his priesthood.

Like any walk of life, the path of a priest also brings 
challenges;  Fr Joe humorously admits that his greatest 
challenge over the years has been crafting homilies. 
Although he is known for his insightful and heartfelt 
sermons, he confesses that delivering them was never 
initially easy. Yet, through dedication, he has grown more 

confident in this aspect of his ministry, particularly in 
sensitive situations like funerals.

Fr Joe feels that transition has been a central theme of his 
journey: from a childhood on a farm near Lockington, then 
a move to Echuca, and later to boarding school at Salesian 
College Sunbury; from the introspective life of the seminary 
to the dynamic responsibilities of parish life; and from his 
missionary work in Papua New Guinea to returning to 
Australian parishes. He recalls the early struggles in the 
seminary, questioning his purpose but, in time, he found 
great relevance in his studies and a deeper sense of mission. 
His formative years in Papua New Guinea were particularly 
transformative. Serving in remote, diverse communities, he 
learned to navigate language barriers and adapt to a very 
different cultural context, an experience that deepened his 
empathy for migrants and refugees.

The 50th anniversary of his Ordination was celebrated with 
multiple events, including a special diocesan Jubilee Mass 
at St Mary’s in Echuca, where Fr Joe had been ordained 
in 1974. As Fr Joe looks back on half a century of service, 
his gratitude and dedication remain strong; “I’d do it all 
over again”, he says. Optimistic about Pope Francis’ vision 
of synodality and a return to a more scripture-centred, 
community-oriented “village” Church; his optimism 
inspires those around him to feel at home in the Church. 

1974



The Chancery was a hub of activity on the 20 
and 21 August as Parish Administration Staff 

gathered to enhance their professional skills and 
foster valuable connections at the ninth annual 
diocesan Parish Administration Conference. 

A key focus on the first day of the conference 
was networking, with ice-breaking activities 
helping participants from parishes of the 
Diocese, including eight newcomers, to connect. 
Later, sessions covered essential topics such as 
employment, risk management, finance and legal 
compliance, with presentations from Chancery 
experts. Staff also had the opportunity to meet 
and engage with Bishop Shane Mackinlay during 
a Q&A session.

Prayer and Mass at St Kilian’s Church provided 
moments of reflection, and parish reports offered 
insights into shared challenges and successes. 
Attendees appreciated the chance to build 
relationships and gain practical knowledge, with 
many highlighting the importance of face-to-
face interactions with Chancery staff.  For some, 
it was an opportunity to see their parish in a 
broader diocesan context and understand their 
relationship with the mission of the universal 
Church. 

Diocesan Business Manager, Cameron Fraser, who 
instigated the annual Conference with the help of 
Executive Assistant, Sally Holmes commented, 
“This conference is a tremendous opportunity 
to strengthen relationships with parish staff and 
recognise their vital role in our parishes.” 

Learning &  Heartfelt Connections 

Parish 
Administration 
Conference
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A Lasting Tribute: 

Unveiling Bishop Shane’s Portrait
On Sunday 7 July 2024, the official portrait of Bishop 

Shane Mackinlay was unveiled after 11:00 a.m. Mass 
at Sacred Heart Cathedral.  Now displayed in the Cathedral 
transept alongside portraits of Sandhurst’s seven previous 
bishops, it represents an enduring link between past and 
present and the Church’s journey towards the future. 

A bishop’s painted portrait is a vital part of the Church’s 
patrimony, a lasting tribute reflecting the Church’s leadership, 
mission and unbroken line of apostolic succession. It captures 
not only the likeness of the bishop but also his spiritual 
essence, reminding us of his role in guiding and nurturing 
the Diocese, and ensuring that his legacy will continue to 
inspire generations to come.

Artist, Gabrielle Martin, approached this work with a deep 
commitment to staying true to Bishop Shane’s character and 
her artistic vision, emphasising that a successful portrait 

must evoke presence and warmth, offering a depth beyond 
physical resemblance.

To create the portrait, Gabrielle immersed herself in 
Bishop Shane’s world, spending time with him at the 
Chancery, at Sacred Heart Cathedral and in her studio. 
Through these encounters, she gained insight into Bishop 
Shane’s connection with the sacred space, particularly his 
attentiveness to the light and architecture of the Cathedral. 
Inspired by past bishops’ portraits displayed in the Cathedral, 
she wove elements of the Cathedral into the composition, 
blending historical tradition with contemporary expression.

The final painting is suffused with warmth, reflecting a sense 
of spiritual enlightenment. The softly illuminated background 
conveys a tranquil and ethereal quality, evoking serenity and 
divine presence. Notably, Gabrielle incorporated a statue of 
Mary, the Mother of God, from the Cathedral, bringing a 
subtle yet profound feminine presence to the piece.
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Together We Create

L’Arche Bendigo
10th anniversary CElebration

The L’Arche Bendigo Community marked its tenth anniversary with a 
fundraising lunch at St Kilian’s Hall on Sunday 14 April; an opportunity for 

friends and families to share memories, tell stories and celebrate.

Bendigo L’Arche was the vision of Bernadette Ransom and the late Maureen 
Considine, who shared two important things in common: a child with down 
syndrome, and a desire for their children to live in a nurturing faith-filled 
community as they became adults. Bernadette recounted a conversation with 
Maureen. “In 1997 I read an article in ‘Australian Catholics’ about the L’Arche 
Community in Hobart and I thought ‘I would like Andrew to belong to a L’Arche 
Community when he grows up’. I discussed this with Maureen and her reply 
was, ‘This will take 20 years, so we had better get started’. So began our journey 
to establish a L’Arche Community in Bendigo.”

Chair Jim Rolfe, Community Council of L’Arche Bendigo, captured the essence 
and spirit of the room. “Our families are the foundation of our community.  They 
continue to place their trust in L’Arche for the care of their adult children. They 
are our best ambassadors and for that we are very grateful.”
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Catholic Education Sandhurst
50 Years Strong

Education Office Honours a Legacy of Quality and Dedication
‘Every Student,  Every Teacher, Every School,  Every Day’

On 18 August past and present members of the Catholic Education Sandhurst Office gathered to 
celebrate 50 fabulous years. Congregating in Bendigo for a commemorative Mass and luncheon,  

all five lay Directors, Bishop Shane Mackinlay and Bishop Emeritus Les Tomlinson were in attendance, 
a testimony  to their dedicated leadership and commitment to Catholic education. The first Director of 
the CEO, the late Bishop Peter de Campo, along with Adrian Sexton, Dennis Higgins, Phil Billington, 
Paul Desmond and Kate Fogarty faithfully led the office for a combined fifty years.

1965
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In a spirit-filled celebration of the Season of Creation, 
parish and school communities gathered in September at 

Huntly Streamside Reserve for an Outdoor Mass embracing 
this year’s theme, “To Hope and Act with Creation.” 

Bishop Shane said “If we are to be people of hope, we must 
start with faith that this is God’s world; it’s not just us on 
our own here; we are all part of God’s story, a story that goes 
back millions of years before us and will go on long after 
us.” “This doesn’t mean standing back and doing nothing 
ourselves, of course. It means being committed to looking 
for His presence around us … listening for His wisdom; 
seeing the world in the way He sees the world; and doing 
what he calls us to do.”

Bishop Shane presided over the Mass with Fr Joe Taylor, 
Fr Brian Boyle and Fr DJ Suguitan as concelebrants. After 
Mass, participants enjoyed a sausage sizzle and planted 100 
seedlings, a tangible act of hope and renewal. Bishop Shane 
blessed the seedlings before they were planted, reinforcing 
the sacredness of caring for creation.

Season of Creation
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50 years of Devotion

Marian Festival
On 12 and 13 October, Sacred Heart Cathedral dazzled in Marian blue as part of the 50th anniversary of the 

Marian Festival, commemorating the Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Fatima apparitions.

There was standing room only at Sacred Heart Cathedral 
Bendigo on Sunday 13 October as Catholics from 

across the Province gathered for Mass on the day of the 50th 
annual Marian Festival, and the 107th anniversary of the 
Fatima Apparitions.

The Bendigo Marian Festival, organised by the Bendigo 
Apostolate of Fatima, is held every October. It has become 

a much-loved event to honour Mary as an intercessor 
and role model, while preserving traditions and fostering 
community spirit. For many who were raised in devotional 
Catholic cultures, where public displays of prayer are more 
common, the Marian Festival provides an opportunity to 
connect with their faith in a familiar way. Mary represents 
a source of inspiration and strength. In a world entrenched 
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in conflict and division, the message of peace associated with 
Mary, particularly through apparitions such as those at Fatima, 
remains profoundly relevant. Mary’s calls for prayer and penance 
in these apparitions resonate with many people today who seek 
peace in their personal lives and in the broader world.  

In his Homily on the day, celebrant Bishop Emeritus Leslie 
Tomlinson, reminded pilgrims that at the heart of the Marian 
Festival is a call to prayer: “While the story of these apparitions 
has garnered attention for its secrets, prophecies and miracles, 
at its heart, the message of Our Lady of Fatima is a simple 
one: Pray.” Reverend Fr James Nihill, launched the Apostolate 
and became the first Spiritual Chaplain, followed by Fr Peter 

Dell’Avo and now Fr Stephen Bolling; over the last 50 years 
from Bishop Bernard Stewart, to Bishop Shane Mackinlay, all 
have  given approval for this annual event in the Diocese of 
Sandhurst. This year as the 150th Anniversary of the formation 
of the Diocese coincided with being the 50th Anniversary of the 
Marian Festival, it was very memorable.

Wilma McCormack, Bendigo President of the Apostolate of 
Fatima expressed a sincere thankyou to all those who have 
been involved and donated to the Bendigo Apostolate of Fatima 
over the past half century, the many priests, who have heard 
confessions; the numerous guest speakers, including Bishop 
Peter Elliot and more recently Bishop Leslie Tomlinson, who 
have travelled long distances after their Sunday Masses to 
inspire us and to encourage us with our quest for the peace that 
Our Lady promised if we were faithful to her requests.

1955
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Synod 
for a Synodal church
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Synod for a Synodal Church

Bishop Shane, attended the final phase of the Synod. 
Elected as an Oceania representative and one of only 

ten representatives from around the world commissioned to 
the final document oversight committee, ensuring accuracy 
reflecting the Synod’s discussions and decisions. The Synod 
document project presented to Pope Francis, drew on 
consultation over the last four years and dove into themes 
like synodality, participation in Church life and decision 
making, accountability, renewing our witness to the Gospel, 

the relation between local Churches and the whole Church, 
and how the Pope’s ministry of unity is exercised. The 
discussions were organised into five modules: Foundations, 
Relations, Pathways, Places and Conclusion, with the latter 
focused on finalising the document for the Pope.

The aim is that these spirit-led discussions will pave the 
way for concrete actions and reforms, leading to a more 
inclusive, participatory, and missionary Church that truly 
embodies the spirit of synodality.



Turin’s Inalpi Arena Italy was a hub of activity 
from the 15-20 July as 8000 Catholics from 

across the globe gathered to focus on marriage, 
faith and family at the XIII International Meeting of 
Teams of Our Lady.    

Teams of Our Lady is a global Catholic lay 
movement that supports couples by fostering love 
and spirituality in married life. It offers couples 
opportunities to discover the presence of God in 
their marriage, to enrich their faith life together and 
to enjoy fellowship with like-minded couples.  

Seven people from Sandhurst attended the event.  
Eaglehawk couple Jane and Phil Bretherton, Teams 
members for over forty years; Helen and David 
Gill, Teams members in Wodonga; Chaplain to 
the Teams group in Wangaratta, Fr Nathan Verallo 
and Shepparton, Fr Jackson Saunders; and Maria 
O’Donnell, a formator at Corpus Christi College. 
The Sandhurst contingency joined a group of thirty 
Pilgrims from Oceania to which Fr Jackson, Fr 
Nathan and Bishop Lowe, of Auckland New Zealand, 
were chaplains.

An array of inspirational guest speakers, including 
Cardinals, Religious and Lay people spoke on the 
key themes of synodality and co-responsibility. 
Whether we are ordained, religious or lay we are all 
called by God to walk together as people of God in 
faith.  

Teams of Our Lady
XIII International 

Meeting
Enhancing the spirituality of married couples 

and recognising that all vocations 
originate from the family.
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Catholic Education 
Sandhurst

MacKillop 
Art 

Awards
The 15th annual MacKillop Art 

Exhibition featured over 300 artworks 
from 42 Catholic schools across the Diocese 
of Sandhurst at Sacred Heart Cathedral in 
Bendigo and online. Showcasing the artistic 
talents and spiritual insights of students, the 
Awards recognise that art thinking and art 
making are tangible ways for young people 
to explore their faith, society and even 
themselves and to give expression to this.

Since 2022, Bishop Shane has personally 
chosen a primary and a secondary school 
artwork which best embody, promote or 
inspire Christian values and spirituality. 
Awarded were;

Charlotte Seddon 
St Anne’s College, Kialla Year 11

Woman of the Woods 
Acrylic on Canvas Board; (pictured top)

“Depicted is the Woman of the Woods. A 
symbol of regrowth after fire, her burnt half 
slowly regrowing to match her beautiful 
natural self. A female form was chosen as 
‘Mother Nature’. The spiritual aspect of fire 
is explored, biblical stories often feature ashes 
and fire, Ash Wednesday. The regrowth is as 
spiritually significant as the destruction that 
comes before it. The idea that hardship is 
necessary to encourage positive change is one 
of great importance and as such great care was 
taken to not demonise the burnt side, as this is 
the catalyst to inspire beautiful things to grow.” 

Isabella Lahm 
St Anne’s College, Kialla Year 5  

Nature’s Hand 
Watercolour on Paper (pictured right)

“My painting is of a small baby bird on my 
hand from an experience I had camping with 
my family. My cousin and I came across some 
baby birds who had fallen from their nest. 
We picked them up and found their mother. 
My message in this artwork is about how we 
all have a part to play in taking care of God’s 
creations.”
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For the Knights of the Southern Cross Bendigo Branch, 
2024 was another busy year, actively supporting 

numerous initiatives in the Diocese. Wearing high-
visibility vests as traffic control for the Season of Creation 
Mass; blue sashes as ushers at the Chrism Mass; Akubras at 
their annual picnic; suits at the Fundraising Dinner for the 
Priests’ Education Fund and their Memorial Mass for past 
members; as well as aprons at a barbeque – the Knights have 
become a consistent support at Diocesan events. 

Possibly the most experienced sausage sizzlers in town, the 
Knights ran barbeques after the Diocese’s 150th Anniversary 
Pilgrimage, the Chrism Mass and the Apostolate of Fatima’s 
Marian Festival. They have turned thousands of sausages 
outside Bunnings and at the Bendigo Football and Netball 
League Grand Final, raising funds to support their causes.

In 2024, the Knights made financial contribution towards: 
•	 the 150th Anniversary Commemorative Processional 

Cross which was presented to Bishop Shane Mackinlay 
at their annual Barney’s Picnic at Boorhaman North.

•	 the restoration of a Chalice used at Mass in the Loddon 
Prison Chapel, ensuring that the congregation of 
prisoners is given due respect and the Mass fulfils its 
purpose of being life-giving and hope-filled.

•	 Rochester Parish flood recovery projects.
•	 the Priests Support and Education Fund
•	 the Clergy Golf Day
•	 community and ecumenical events and programs such 

as FoodShare, MadCow and Dahlia and Arts Festival.
•	 presenting Rosary Beads to children in the Sacramental 

Program, sowing seeds for each child’s prayer life.

The Order of the Knights of the Southern Cross was 
instituted by the Australian Catholic Hierarchy in 1919 to 
improve the wellbeing of Catholics in the wider community.  

The Sandhurst Diocese Branch is now in its 102nd year; 
consistent examples of Catholic men committed to promoting 
the Christian way of life. The Knights are grateful for the 
spiritual guidance of their chaplain, Fr Peter Ferwerda.

Sandhurst Diocese
Knights of the Southern Cross

Members of the KSC are committed to assist our Bishop and Parish Priests in any way possible, fostering the 
Christian way of life, supporting educational, charitable, religious and social welfare work.

1967
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On Sunday 10 March, members of Victorian Serra 
Clubs were warmly welcomed to Corpus Christi 

College, Carlton for a day of prayer and hospitality. The day 
provided Serrans and seminarians with a rare opportunity 
to pray together in gratitude for the support each 
affords the other.

Wilma McCormack, president of the Bendigo 
Serra Club, says she always finds the Serrans’ 
annual visit to Corpus Christi College, Carlton 
incredibly uplifting. “The seminarians are all so 
full of joy; it’s evident in the way they treat others. 
There is a certain charisma about them; I’m not 
sure exactly what it is, but it is there,” she says.

The Serra Club is a global lay apostolate for 
vocations within the Catholic Church which 
supports vocations to the priesthood. For Wilma, 
who has been a member for many years, it has 
become a place to grow in faith with like-minded 
people, just as much as it is about supporting 
vocations to the priesthood. “Spiritual growth in 
Christ is one of the main elements of the Serra 
Club,” says Wilma. “Serrans encourage church 
vocations; we pray for priests, raise awareness of 
vocations and we also facilitate religious education 
for the laity — because we all need continuous 
learning, and we also focus on our own relationship 
with God and our calling in our own lives”. 

As well as prayers and in-kind support, the Serra 
Club also assists vocations in practical ways with 
funds raised through the Serra Foundation. Tens 
of thousands of dollars have been donated and 
distributed through the Serra Foundation since 
it was established in 1982. Some examples of the 
ways the Serra Foundation supports vocations 
include: support for diocesan seminars and 
retreats for people discerning a vocation; study 
scholarships for seminarians; and financial 
assistance for seminarians and young men and 
women to attend World Youth Day.

There is no doubt that our parishes are deeply 
indebted to the men and women who commit 
to lives of prayer, service and ministry in the 
priesthood. The Serra Clubs provide a means to pray for 
them, and the Serra Foundation a means for financial and 
practical assistance. Membership of Serra Clubs is open to 
all practising Catholic laity and permanent deacons.

Sandhurst Diocese
Serrans Visit Seminary

The seminarians are all so full of joy; it’s evident in the way they treat others.
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Monsignor Francis Hickey  
14 February 1927 ~ 9 May 2024  

Monsignor Frank Hickey was a priest of the Diocese for 
73 years and served in seven parishes: Yarrawonga, 

Beechworth, Myrtleford, Kerang, Wangaratta, Wodonga, 
South Shepparton. He was also the Episcopal Vicar for 
education in the early 1980s and was Dean of the North 
East in the late 1980s.  

He was a devoted priest whose beliefs were shaped by his 
early life and steadfast faith. Raised on a farm during the 
Great Depression as one of eight children, he developed 
the values of generosity, resilience and prayer from an 
early age. Despite feeling like an outsider because of his 
limited formal Catholic education, his experience receiving 
the sacraments profoundly influenced his calling to the 
priesthood. Overcoming doubts about his abilities, he 
persevered through eight years of seminary training and 
was ordained a priest of the Diocese in 1951.

Throughout his 73 years of ministry, Monsignor Hickey 
emphasised the importance of communal prayer and the 
presence of Christ in everyday life. His guiding belief came 
from St Paul: “For in Him we live and move and have our 
being” (Acts 17:28), which he saw as the foundation of 
Christian life for everyone. Strongly believing that faith 
must be expressed in the home and community, he urged 

families to rekindle the tradition of praying together, often 
citing Matthew 18:20: “For where two or three gather in 
my name, there I am with them”.  For Monsignor Hickey, 
faith was a shared experience that, not only strengthened 
individual families, but also the Church as a whole.

Monsignor Hickey witnessed much change during his 73 
years of priesthood.  He embraced the changes brought 
about by Vatican II, seeing them as a means to deepen real 
communication within the Church. He wholeheartedly 
supported Pope Francis’ vision of synodality, believing that 
Christ is everywhere and that the Church must remain 
open to encountering Him in new ways. 

He was deeply concerned about the impact of modern 
technology on faith communities, observing that television 
and the internet had diminished personal relationships 
and a sense of “my sister my brother’. He lamented that 
many young people no longer saw themselves as part of a 
continuous Christian tradition and urged them to embrace 
their heritage as children of faith.

In his later years, Monsignor Hickey continued to inspire 
parishioners in Nagambie, where he spent 22 years in 
retirement. He remained a source of wisdom, humour and 
kindness, always giving his all to those he served. His legacy 
is one of unwavering faith, commitment to prayer, and a 
deep belief in the power of community to bring Christ into 
the world.

In Memoriam
Monsignor Frank Hickey

“Our oldest priest, Monsignor Frank Hickey, died peacefully in May at the age of 97, after 73 years of faithful 
ministry as a priest – the longest serving priest in the history of the Diocese.” Bishop Shane Mackinlay

1951
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Sister Mary Duffy 
Religious Sisters of Mercy 
12 May 1937 ~ 16 September 2024   

Sr Mary Duffy RSM, passed away on 16 September at age  
87, in the 67th year of her profession. Born in Bendigo, 

she completed her education at St Mary’s College, where she 
later became Principal. 

Sr Mary was the inaugural Principal of Catholic College 
Bendigo and played a key role in its establishment, driving 
the amalgamation process, securing funding, increasing 
enrolments, and garnering community support — an 
achievement she regarded as one of her greatest.

Sr Mary made lasting contributions to her Religious Order 
and its missions. She served as Chair of the Board of Mercy 
Works and was elected to the Leadership Team of the Sisters 
of Mercy Melbourne Congregation where she supported the 
welfare of the Sisters and the development of International 
Mercy Ministries. After completing this role, she became 
Vice Postulator for the Cause for Canonisation of Catherine 
McAuley, promoting Catherine’s story and spirituality 
through seminars and retreats across Australia, Papua New 
Guinea, and Ireland.

Sister Rosemary Crowe 
Faithful Companions of Jesus  
20 August 1933 ~ 28 June 2024 

Sr Rosemary Crowe FCJ,  died at the age of 90  in the 70th 
year of her religious profession as a Faithful Companion 

of Jesus. Sr Rosemary spent much of her career in primary 
school education, teaching at Genazzano College FCJ 
in Kew, and later becoming the first Principal of St Jude’s 
Primary School in Langwarrin. She dedicated much of her 
retirement to St Brendan’s Parish in Shepparton, where she 
administered communion to the sick, visited the house-
bound, and worked with the Faith and Light community. 

Born in August 1933, Sr Rosemary was inspired by the 
example of the FCJ Sisters at Vaucluse College in Richmond, 
where she studied, and entered religious life at the age of 20. 
Her missionary work in the Kimberley left a lasting impact, 
as she co-founded the ‘Kimberley Program,’ which fosters 
cross-cultural understanding and promotes Aboriginal 
culture between schools in Kew and Broome. 

Sr Rosemary’s thoughtful leadership and powerful advocacy 
for First Nations Peoples, combined with her joyful sense of 
humour, has left a lasting legacy.

A Funeral Mass was held for her at Genazzano FCJ College, 
Kew, on 9 July, followed by a Memorial Mass at St Brendan’s 
Shepparton on 10 July.

In Memoriam
Sr Rosemary Crowe FCJ

Sr Mary Duffy RSM
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Financial Year Ended 30 June 2024

Diocesan Development Fund

Income

Expenditure
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Catholic Education Sandhurst LTD

Income

Expenditure
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Financial Year Ended 30 June 2024

Sandhurst Catholic Early 
Childhood Education & Care Ltd

Income

Expenditure
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Gracious and loving God, source of all truth, goodness and beauty, we give thanks to you as we 
celebrate the 150th anniversary of the Diocese of Sandhurst. 

United in the Body of Christ, through your Holy Spirit, we give thanks for the generous love and 
care that you have bestowed on us since the foundations of our local Church. We ask for your 
guidance, under the patronage of Our Lady of Good Counsel. In union with the whole Church, 
may we work to discern the signs of the times in the light of the Gospel, and to build up faith 
communities inspired by justice, peace and love. Strengthen your Holy Spirit in us as we renew our 
commitment to proclaiming and living the Gospel of Jesus Christ entrusted to us.  

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever.   Amen. 

Our Lady of Good Counsel, Pray for us.      St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, Pray for us.

Prayer 
for the 150th 

Anniversary of the 
Diocese of Sandhurst

1919
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