Liturgy of the Word for the Opening of the Legal Year.


“But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”  Amos 5:24


Opening Rite
Please stand

Opening Hymn
“All People that on Earth do Dwell" – CWB # 613



Sign of the Cross and Blessing

Bishop Joe:	O Lord, come to our aid 
All:		O God, make haste to help us

Bishop Joe:	We gather in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit
All:		Amen

Bishop Joe:	May the grace and peace, of God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit who dwells with us, be with you all
All:		And also with you



Opening Prayer
Bishop Joe:	We have gathered here to pray for all who are associated with the legal profession, as you begin this year of service.  May the Holy Spirit guide all who seek justice.  May the Lord grant you peace, unity, freedom from hurt and worry.  May you take seriously the responsibility and power of the legal profession, and work for just outcomes.  
We ask this through Christ Our Lord, who lives and reigns forever and ever
All:		Amen









Liturgy of the Word
				Please sit

First Reading
A Reading from the Prophet Micah  	(Micah 6:1-2,7-8)

Hear what the Lord says:
Rise, plead your case before the mountains,
 and let the hills hear your voice. 
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord,
and you enduring foundations of the earth;
for the Lord has a controversy with his people,
and he will contend with Israel.
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams,
with tens of thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’ 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

The Word of the Lord

All:	Thanks be to God



Psalm  (Ps 18)	CWB  #328

Response: Lord, you have the words of everlasting life
 


Gospel Acclamation (sung)    CWB  #545
Please stand

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful
and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia


Gospel
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 		(5: 1-10)

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, 
and after he sat down his disciples came to him.  
He began to teach them, saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.
Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the land.
Blessed are they that hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God.
Blessed are the peace-makers for they will be called children of God.
Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.

The Gospel of the Lord.

All:	Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ



Homily	
		Please sit


Prayer of Intercession
			Please stand

Bishop Joe:	Gathered here, in the presence of God, let us bring our prayers to our compassionate God

Reader:	For those assembled here
	May justice always be in our hearts and wisdom on our lips.
	Lord hear us.
All:	Lord hear our prayer

Reader:	For those we represent and make judgement upon
		May they know it is their welfare we hold most high
Lord hear us.
All:	Lord hear our prayer

Reader:	For our families
		May we prioritise time for their care
	Lord hear us.
All:	Lord hear our prayer

Reader:	For the community
		May their faith in our skills and abilities be rewarded with just outcomes
	Lord hear us.
All:	Lord hear our prayer

Reader:	For those members of our profession who have passed away since we last gathered.
	May the heavenly judge hold them in his loving embrace
	Lord hear us.
All:	Lord hear our prayer

Bishop Joe:	Loving and just God, these are the prayers of your faithful people, hear and answer them.  We ask this through Christ our Lord

All:		Amen


Communal Prayer

Bishop Joe:	Jesus, walked upon this earth, in human form.  
He talked with all of justice and peace.  
He calls us to always hold in faith his love for us.  
He taught us how to pray, so that we might ask God’s presence and forgiveness.  
Let us pray in the words that Jesus left us.

All:	Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.

Bishop Joe:	Deliver us from all evil, 
grant us wisdom, keep us free from anxiety, 
and grant us hope in the coming of Jesus our saviour

All:     For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever

Sign of Peace

Bishop Joe:	The peace of the Lord be with you all

All:		And also with you

Bishop Joe:	Let us offer each other a sign of Peace

All offer a sign of peace to each other






Invitation to the Law Courts for the Official Opening of the Legal Year










Concluding Rite

Commissioning and Blessing

Bishop Joe:	Will you, with all effort, work for the good of justice?
All:		I will

Bishop Joe:	Will you, with all effort, work for the good of peace?
All:		I will

Bishop Joe	Will you, with all effort, work to do no harm?
All:		I will


Bishop Joe:	Will you, with all effort, call upon God for just and wise decisions?
All:		I will

Bishop Joe:	Will you, with all effort, care for all those you are responsible for and to?
All:	I will

Bishop Joe:	With these words of agreement I commission you to work within the legal system you are committed to.  May God assist you in all your work.
All:	Amen

Bishop Joe:	Blessed are you, God of mercy,
who through your Son gave us a marvellous example of charity and the great commandment of love for one another.
		Send down your blessings on these your servants,
		who so generously devote themselves to helping others.
When they are called on in times of need, 
let them faithfully serve you in their neighbour
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:		Amen

Bishop Joe:	Go then in peace and love to serve with justice.  

All:		Thanks be to God

Bishop Joe:  You are sent In the Name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:	Amen


Closing Hymn
“Now Thank we all our God”  -  CWB #755
