














THE ORDER OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS











The “Order for Christian Funerals” is the book of  Funeral Rites used at all Christian Churches.  It provides a beautiful set of Rituals for the time of death and the burial.  The parish will have a copy of it (or an abridged version) for you to refer.  It is from here that the bible readings, and prayers come.  The gift of this book is that you, as a grieving family, do not need to invent everything again, but the Order for Christian Funerals will help you move through this most difficult time.


The following are 2 quotes from the beginning of the Order for Christian Funerals which help to explain what death can mean to some of us who believes in Christ.





1	In the face of death, the Church confidently proclaims that God has created each person for eternal life and that Jesus, the Son of God, by his death and resurrection, has broken the chains of sin and death that bound humanity. Christ ‘achieved his task of redeeming humanity and giving perfect glory to God, principally by the paschal mystery of his blessed passion, resurrection from the dead, and glorious ascension.’1








2	At the death of a Christian, whose life of faith was begun in the waters of baptism and strengthened at the eucharistic table, the Church intercedes on behalf of the deceased because of its confident belief that death is not the end nor does it break the bonds forged in life. The Church also ministers to the sorrowing and consoles them in the funeral rites with the comforting word of God and the sacrament of the eucharist.








1	Vatican Council II, Constitution on the Liturgy Sacrosanctum Concilium, art.5.
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INTRODUCTION


	


The reality we have to face is that death will come to all of us. And for many of us, this can be a disturbing, even a frightening thought.


However, it is a fact, which we all have the opportunity to come to terms with and work through during our lifetime. Time is a healer.


Frequently, we may find it difficult to accept and come to terms with the passing of someone close to us - maybe a family member or a close friend. This inevitably shocks and saddens us. Its effect will change our lives.


The information and directives in this booklet are to help the family in the bereaved situation. At a time of loss, it is helpful to have some guide-lines as to ‘what do we do now?’


The parish, have people who will help you during this time and to help you with the arrangements. 


The funeral Director will always be able to help you at any time, but it is the Parish that will be most help with the funeral liturgies.





WHO SHOULD BE CONTACTED?





List:		*	Relatives and Friends


		*	Parish Priest


		*	Funeral Director


		





Relatives and Friends: 


It is helpful to make a list and cross off their names as they are contacted. A telephone chain is a good idea: contact one person and ask them to contact people on your list.


Parish Priest:	


Contact your priest to inform him of the death as he will wish to visit you to offer some solace and support at this time. It will also give you the opportunity to arrange the details of the funeral with him.


Funeral Director:


They will be there the moment you are ready to discuss the funeral arrangements. It is important to inform them that you require them for the funeral. Do not be too anxious to arrange a time for the Funeral Director to see you. It is important that the family has time to come together; to sit down and talk about the deceased. It is important that the children are involved at this time. They also grieve. It is an important time to talk about such things as:


*	involvement of the family in the funeral arrangements.


*	costs involved etc. such as coffin.		


*	date of funeral					


*	time to talk					


*	let every person have their say.			


The family members can air their thoughts more easily in this situation before the Funeral Director arrives. Once they arrives some members will not speak and some things will not be expressed. It is an important time for all members to share their grief and feelings.


Another consideration is: do not set the date for the funeral too soon. The days prior to the funeral are important days for the family to be together to share memories, feelings, anxieties and joys.  Remember the Funeral Director has the name but you are the ‘directors’. They are  most willing to carry out whatever you decide.





Funeral Support Group: (If the Parish has one)	


Someone from the group will visit to discuss such things as the liturgy, organist, singers, music - tapes, copyright, readers, altar servers, special ministers, church preparations, booklet and cup of tea afterwards.


The person will discuss the suitability of whether to have a Funeral service or a Funeral Mass. The liturgy while designed to pray for the deceased in a personal way, it is also presented so that it offers solace, comfort and hope to the bereaved. So the involvement of the family in the preparation of the liturgy, such as readings etc. is very important.


We pride ourselves on presenting very good liturgies for funerals. We know family members have other experiences and ways of doing things in their parishes, but we ask people to respect the protocol of our parish.


Cemetery Trust:		


The Funeral Director will attend to this matter for you. If it is to be a burial in reserved ground, or a family plot, just advise them, and it will be arranged to your needs. They will contact the relevant Authorities.


Coffin Bearers:


Depending on circumstances you may wish to arrange either four or six bearers. Give some thought to the people for this role and discuss it with the Funeral Director.


Guard of Honour:


It may be appropriate to inform a particular group or club of the death of a member as they may wish to form a guard of honour at the Church and Cemetery. eg. R.S.L. or a sporting group.


Location of Funeral:


If the funeral is to take place locally, then all arrangements for the Funeral and the times and dates etc. are to be made with the Parish Priest, or the support group or parish secretary.


If the funeral is outside the parish, then the Parish Priest of the area is to be contacted and arrangements made through him. Your own priest may wish to con-celebrate the Mass or be present for the service.


Details of the funeral should never be published until it has been discussed with the priest.


The Funeral Mass:


This is basically the Mass with the inclusion of the ‘Placing of the Christian Symbols’ at the beginning of the Mass and the “Final Commendation and Farewell” which takes place after the final prayer. This includes the sprinkling of Holy Water and the incensing of the coffin and the prayers. 


This is an important part of the liturgy. It helps the bereaved in a spiritual way by commending the deceased to the love of God. It helps emotionally as the prayers help to say goodbye.


Funeral Liturgy outside Mass:


This differs from the Funeral Mass in that there is no “Liturgy of the Eucharist”. This can be the appropriate way to approach the Funeral if the deceased and/or the bereaved are not church going. It may avoid embarrassment if the bereaved are unfamiliar with the liturgy eg: responses or receiving Holy Communion. It may be better to have a Mass offered for the deceased at a later date.


Cremation:


In arranging the burial you may wish, for certain reasons, to have a cremation instead of the traditional burial. The Funeral Director will explain where is the nearest Crematorium.	


Presentation of the Gifts:


Members of the family or others may wish to be part of the Offertory Procession during a Funeral Mass. Bringing up the gifts of bread and wine. Usually 2-4 people/children would be sufficient.


Readers to Proclaim the Word of God:


It is important to select a good reader for this special ministry. The person should be given a copy of the reading/s well before the funeral. (The main presider will always proclaim the Gospel)


Responsorial Psalm:


The selection of this reader is also important and is not normally the same person who proclaims the Word of God. A psalm or hymn may be sung.


Prayers of the Faithful:


Two copies or more are required-one for the reader/s and one for the priest. 


Christian Symbols on the coffin:


	Sprinkling of Holy Water.	Placing of the White Pall.


	Lighting of the Paschal Candle.	 	The book of the Gospels.


	Prayer Book / Rosary Book		The flowers


These symbols remind us of our Christian Baptism and we re-present hem for the next stage of the person’s journey.  The family may wish to use some of these symbols if they express by ‘sign’ something of the faith and spirituality of the deceased. this takes place at the beginning of the Funeral Mass or liturgy and can be a special way of involving family members especially children. A table may be placed near the coffin for other memorabilia.


Vigil Prayer Service:		Details to be arranged:


Time	-usually the evening before the Funeral.


Place	-either the home or the Church. If in the Church a key may need to be arranged.


Leader -a family member or friend.


Format -Family and friends may wish to share stories as this is part of 	the grieving process and preparation for the funeral the next day.  The Order for Christian funerals has a ritual which may be used.











Details of the Deceased: Eulogy and Homily


People attending the funeral may not know many details regarding the deceased eg. early history, where he/she came from, family background. People appreciate knowing a little more about the person, so it is worthwhile for someone from the family to write out relevant details about the deceased.


The next matter to decide is whether a family member would like to read the eulogy or a close friend or the priest. The moment in the liturgy for this to take place is at the beginning. The Eulogy is to be no longer than 5-7 minutes.


Also, the priest would appreciate any insights into the spiritual life of the deceased as this would assist him with the homily. Both the eulogy and the spiritual details need to be submitted to the priest as soon as possible. Not the day of the funeral.


Mass Booklet:


If you wish to have a Mass booklet, you will need; to enlist some helpers to do it with you. It is rather a big job to put it together; once you have selected readings, hymns, prayers of the faithful etc.  It requires some hours to type it up, photocopy, fold and staple it together.


Copyright:


Any music used by a singer or a musician has to comply with the copyright laws. If hymns are to be printed in the funeral booklet then they also must comply with copyright laws and guide-lines.


All music is to be liturgical and recognised church hymns. The parish will have copyright licences for church music.  Contact the local parish and they will supply their licence number.


Donations:


It is the normal procedure to make a donation to the parish. The funeral director will advise you of the suggested amount that has been agreed upon by the A.F.D.A. and the clergy of the area. The Funeral Director will also arrange this for you, if you wish. The funeral director will pay the organist a set fee on your behalf, following the service.








READINGS,PRAYERS AND MUSIC FOR THE FUNERAL MASS OR LITURGY.


These are taken from  and refer to pages in the “Order of Christian Funerals”.





	First Reading	(Old Testament)		p.208 No’s 1-7. 


	This also includes the Responsorial Psalm.





	Second Reading	(New Testament)	p.221 No’s 1-15


	This reading is optional





	Gospel Reading & Alleluia			p.229 No’s 1-19


	


	Prayers of the Faithful (Intercessions)		p.356 1-4 p.374 1 & 2


	


	Music	


	You will need to choose 4 - 5 hymns (for Mass), 


	Or 1-2 hymns (outside of Mass)





	Refer to your parish for music they have available, and if they have conditions on using music that are not hymns.  Also check if they have facilities for playing recorded music, if that is required. 


	





VIGIL PRAYER SERVICE


There is a set ritual for this Service, but it may be only used as a guide.  The most important inclusion is the Word of God.  This is also an opportunity to have shared story telling of the deceased.


These days, with many commitments, people attend a Vigil because they cannot be present the next day for the funeral.  Therefore, this should be well prepared to allow people the opportunity to reflect and grieve together while celebrating the joy and hope of the Resurrection in Christ.


The vigil may be said with or without the presence of the deceased.


	The following could be a suggested format:





Entrance Hymn: 


Introduction:


Greeting:


Opening Prayer:


WORD OF GOD


Ist Reading


Responsorial Psalm


Gospel


Shared Story Telling


Reflection	(Optional)	Decades of the Rosary


		Prayers of the Faithful .


Our Father


Concluding Prayer 


Final Hymn


ORDER FOR FUNERAL SERVICES





All of the prayers and readings for these rituals are available in the order for Christian Funerals


Greeting


Sprinkling the Coffin (placing the Pall)


Placing Christian Symbols


Words of Rememberance


Opening prayer


First Reading


Psalm


Second Reading (optional)


Gospel


Homily


Prayers of Intercession


Liturgy of the Eucharist (absent in a Funeral Liturgy outside Mass)


Final Commendation


Invitation to Prayer


Song of Farewell


Prayer of Commendation


Procession to the Place of Committal





PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL


(Sample only)





Priest:	My dear friends, let us join with one another in praying to God, not only for our departed brother / sister ...................... but also for the Church, for peace in the world and for ourselves.





1.	That the bishops and priests of the Church and all who spread the Good News, may be given the strength to express in action the word they proclaim.		Lord hear us.





2.	That those in public office may promote justice and peace 		throughout the world, especially in _ _ _ _ _	Lord hear us.





3.	Lord, you raised the dead to life; welcome our brother / sister .........


	into your eternal kingdom.	Lord hear us.





4.	We pray for the family ............... and all the friends of our brother / sister ...................... ; that they may be comforted in their grief by the Lord 


	who wept at the death of Lazarus.


		Lord hear us.


5.	For all our deceased relatives and friends, that they may have received the reward of 	eternal life.	Lord hear us.





6.	For all of us assembled here today to worship in faith, that we may all one day be 	gathered together in God’s eternal kingdom.		Lord hear us.





Priest:	God, our shelter and our strength, you listen in love to the cry of your people; hear the prayers we offer for our departed brother / sister ............ and grant him /her the fullness of redemption.  We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen.








CREMATION


There has been some change in the Church’s legislation regarding cremation. Cremation as practised today is a comparatively modern procedure and the Church’s attitude towards it has been influenced by the mentality of those who favour it.


Down through the centuries, the normal method for the deposition of the dead was burial in a grave or a tomb. This was regarded as more in keeping with the Christian teaching on the resurrection of the body and its dignity as a temple of the Holy Spirit. In extraordinary circumstances, such as times of plague or of war, cremation was sometimes employed and to this the Church raised no objections.


However, in the middle of the last century, free-thinkers and anti-clericals in Europe began to urge cremation in preference to burial as a sign of their denial of the resurrection of the body and the immortality of the soul. The Church reacted to this by forbidding cremation for Catholics in 1886. This ban was later reaffirmed by the Code of Canon Law.


Some years ago, a number of petitions were addressed to the Holy See requesting a mitigation of the prohibition of cremation because of changed attitudes. These suggested that cremation was often requested, not through any hatred of the Church or of Christian beliefs, but for hygienic or economic reasons. In response the Church issued an instruction in 1963 which did allow some latitude in instances where Catholics request that their bodies be cremated. This was confirmed in the new “Rite of Funerals” which appeared in 1969. The present legislation is as follows:


1.  The Church still prefers burial or entombment to cremation. The two recent official documents explicitly state this. The new “Rite of Funerals” re-affirms “the Church’s preference for the custom of burying the dead in a grave or tomb, as the Lord himself willed to be buried.”


2.  Christian funeral rites are permitted for those who choose to have their bodies cremated unless it is shown that they have acted for reasons contrary to Christian principles. (The choice of cremation should normally have been indicated by the deceased person before his/her death).


The rites ordinarily performed in the cemetery chapel or at the grave or tomb may be used in the crematory building. If there is no other suitable place for the rites, they may be celebrated in the crematory hall. 





SUGGESTED HYMNS


(Please check these are available in your Parish)


INDEX





1.	All Our Lives				28.	In Bread We Bring You Lord


2.	All That We Have				29.	Isaiah	 49


3.	All The Earth				30.	I Thank My God


4.	A New Heart For A New World		31.	Lay Your Hands


5.	As Gentle As Silence			32.	Like A Shepherd


6.	Be Not Afraid				33.	Living Water


7.	Be Still My Friends			34.	Now Thank We All Our God


8.	Blest Be The Lord				35.	One Bread, One Body


9.	City Of God					36.	Only A Shadow


10.	Come As You Are				37.	Our Supper Invitation


11.	Come To The Water			38.	Peace Prayer


12.	Companions On The Journey		39.	Remember Me


13. *	Crimond (The Lord’s My Shepherd)	40.	Sing A New Song	


14.	Eagles Wings				41.	Sing To The Mountains


15.	Eucharist Song				42.	Shalom My Peace


16.	Even So					43.	Strong And Constant


17.	Father We Bring Our Gifts		44.	Take The Word Of God 


18.	Fill My House				45.	The Beatitudes


19.	Galilee Song				46. *	The Lord Is My Shepherd


20.	God Gives His People Strength		47.	Though the Mountains may fall


21.	Go Now You Are Sent Forth		48.	To Be Your Bread


22.	Hail Mary Gentle Woman		49.	Trinity Song


23.	Hail Redeemer				50.	Wherever You Go


24.	Here I Am Lord				51.	Where Is Your Song


25.	Hosea						52.	Yahweh 


26.	I Am The Bread Of Life			53.	You Are Near


27.	Immaculate Mary





NOTE:	The Parish will have suitable hymns that you may have heard and will 		compliment your loved ones funeral.


* Hymns with an asterisk may be used as Responsorial Hymns





HYMNS - FURTHER OPTIONS


INDEX





All The Ends of The Earth			Canticle Of The Sun


Celebrate					Children Of God


Come To Me					Everlasting Your Love


Gather Your People				Glory and Praise to Our God


How Great Thou Art				I Have Seen The Lord


I Wish you Peace				Micah’s Theme


On Eagles Wings				Open My Eyes


The Peace of The Lord				Prayer Of Peace


Song Of The Body Of Christ			Spirit Of Love


*	Taste And See				This Day God Gives Me


This Is The Time				To be Your Bread


 *	A Trusting Psalm			Unless A Grain Of Wheat


We Are The Church				We Believe


We Remember					Welcome Home


Were You There				Will You Love Me











FUNERAL LITURGY


PLANNING SHEET 	-	SHEET I





Name of Deceased:	..........................................................	


 


Date:	 Birth	................... 	Death ...............





Family Members:......................................................................................





.......................................................................................................................





Funeral Mass:	 OR  Funeral Prayers:   OR	Graveside:(Circle one)





Date of Funeral: ..................................	Time:	....................................			





Church:	...........................................................................................





Cemetery:	...........................................................................................





Celebrant:	...........................................................................................





Con-Celebrants:     Y/N              Names:...............................................................................





Contacted by	:...................................................................................





Altar Servers:		Y/N	Names:	 ....................................................................................





Funeral Booklet:	Y/N	How many?	............	





	Typist:.............................................





Front Cover:		Own design:	Y/N	








DETAILS OF DECEASED:


Details of the Person’s Life / History	(2 copies - Reader and Priest)


	 Words of remembrance Maximum of 7 minutes





	- Reader - Name:...........................................................	Preferably one person





CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS (Optional)	- Y/N		





	- What symbols (or circle below):	


	- Eg.:	Bible,	Prayer Book,	Rosary Beads,   Flowers,   White Pall,   Paschal 	Candle, Holy Water  





………………………………………………..


	


To be placed on coffin by Family Members 





Names:...............................................








PEOPLE REQUIRED FOR:





- Ushers							





-Preparing	





-Prayer of the Faithful





- Eulogy							





-Reader/s 	





- Reader/s for	- 1st and 2nd Readings from Scriptures	





- Reader for	- Responsorial Psalm





-Prayer of the Faithful





-Presentation of the Gifts. (Offertory)	





-Special Ministers





-Contact Person for Funeral Liturgy – 





Name:	..............................................................





Phone number:.............................................................................		





FUNERAL LITURGY


PLANNING SHEET 	-	SHEET II





MUSIC:		(Circle)





Organist:		YES / NO		Name: 





…………………………………………………………...





Choir:			YES /  NO		Name: 





…………………………………………………………





Soloist:			YES / NO		Name:  





………………………………………………………





Guitarist:		YES  / NO		Name: 





……………………………………………………….





Taped Music:		YES / NO		Operator: 





…………………………………………………..





Hymns:	from the current hymn book.





Entrance Hymn:	..........................................................................





Offertory:	(quiet music) OR ..........................................................





Communion:	.......................................................................................








Reflection	(optional)......................................................................





Recessional:		..........................................................................





Parts of the Mass: ................		YES / NO		





Overhead/Data Projector:		YES / NO





SCRIPTURE READINGS:	(from Order of Christian Funerals)





1st Reading:		(Old Testament)	Page 208-	Nos. 1-7





Page:	...........		No:	...........	





	Reader:.......................................................





Responsorial Psalm: (included with above)		





SUNG:	YES / NO	Details:





	...............................................................................





Reader:	YES / NO 	Name:





	...............................................................................





2nd Reading:	(New Testament)		Page 221        Nos. 1- 15


		


Page:	...........		No:	...........	





Reader:.......................................................





Alleluia:	} .......listed together		Page 229        Nos. 1- 19


Gospel		}


		Page:	...........		No:	.........  





Priest:.................................................








Prayer of the Faithful: 	OR 	From Special Booklet





Reader/s:	................................................................





Prepared by:	........................................





Presentation of Gifts:





Names:....................................................................................................





Special Ministers:	Names:





Church Bells:	YES / NO








Sacristan:	Name:……………………………………………………….
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